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1. Name of Property
historicname ______ Break Q’Day Farm
other names/site number ___ Metcalfe, Augusta, Farm _ Metcalfe Museum

2. Location
street & number __ 5 mile SE of intersection of EO860 Rd and N1750 Rd. not for publication N/A
city or town Durham vicinity _X

state _Qklahoma code OK county Roger Mills code 129 zip code ___78642
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3. State/Federal Agency Certification

the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this
ynomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X_ meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I
recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally _){_ statewide ___ locally. ( N/A See

continuation for addigional comments.)
)
S- 205

Signature of certifying official Date

Oklahoma Historical Society, SHPO
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (____ See continuation sheet
for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hegeby certify that this property is: /ﬂ {
; z entered in the National Register 7 ?/ 7 G / /7 r/ oy
U

___See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register
____ See continuation sheet.
_____determined not eligible for the
National Register
_____removed from the National Register
____other (explain):

—

Signature of Keeper Date
7¢ of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X private
___public-local
___ public-State
___public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
____building(s)
_X district
___site
___ Structure
___object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

10 8 buildings
7 0 __sites
2 0__ structures
0 0 ___objects
19 8 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register _0

Name of related multiple property listing: NA
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: _Domestic _ Sub: Single Dwelling
_Domestic Secondary Structure
Funerary Grave/burial
__Agriculture/Subs, _Storage =~
—Amﬂ"msm——!.lrm MM——!.Q!.“.

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: __Recreation/Culture = Sub: Museum
—Recreation/Culture Outdoor Recreation
—Domestic Single Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

No Style

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _ CONCRETE _
roof __METAL
walls _ STUCCO_
BRICK
WEATHERBQARD

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.
X B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity

whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or a grave.
D acemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

"y

_X_G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
ART

Period of Significance __ 1893-1971
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8. Statement of Significance (Continued)

Significant Dates 1893
1896

1897
ca. 1945

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
Metcalfe, Au I Corson (1881-1971

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder _ Metcalfe, Howard D., builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS) N/A

__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

__ previously listed in the National Register

__previously determined eligible by the National Register

__designated a National Historic Landmark

__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

__recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
____ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency

___Federal agency

_ X Local government

__ University

_X Other

Name of repository: __Primary location of data is the Metcalfe Museum, Durham, Oklahoma. Location of additional
data is Roger Mill unty Courthouse, Cheyenne, OK; Oklahoma Historical Society Archives, Oklahoma City, OK;

and Suzzanne Kelley, West Fargo, North Dakota.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _80 acres

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

1 _14 419650 3957740 3 _14 420420 3957350
2 _14__ 420420 3957740 4 14 419640 3957340

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By
name/title ___Suzzanne Kelley, MA

organization date _F 4, 2004
street & number _3803 Willow Rd. telephone _701.799.3064

city or town _ West Fargo  state ND_zip code _ 58708

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number telephone

city or town state __ zip code
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
SUMMARY

Located in Western Oklahoma, the Break O’Day Farm is approximately thirty-three miles west of the
Roger Mills county seat in Cheyenne, Oklahoma, six miles from the eastern Texas-western Oklahoma border,
and about three miles south of Highway 33. The Break O’Day Farm is situated on mixed-grass plains-land within
the northern boundary of the Black Kettle National Grassland. Rolling hills and plains with deposits of red
sandstone, siltstone, gypsum, and shale lie just the beneath loam and clay soils. Buffalo grass, little bluestem, and
grama grasses covered the ground in 1893 when Edward Grundy Corson filed for patent on 160 acres; in later
years his wife, Mary Ann, and daughter, Augusta Isabella filed for additional acreage. Sand plums and sumac
grew in the sandy soils near the waters of the Washita River and Turkey Creek that form a “Y” in the property,
and in the next more than seventy years, this property supported farming and ranching enterprises. A gravel
roadway now leads up to the farm; buildings and building remains are situated in their original locations,
representing growth and change of this one-family farm from 1893 until the death of Augusta Isabella Corson
Metcalfe in 1971. Changes made to the Break O’Day Farm have been functional and necessary, and represent the
organic growth of a plains farmstead. The area remains an excellent example of subsistence-farm life that
occurred in Western Oklahoma from 1893 to 1971.

Unlike most farms in the region, the Break O’Day Farm remained a subsistence farm into the twentieth
century. The farm was rich in produce under the care and labor of the Corson/Metcalfes. In 1895 they grew and
harvested: beets, lettuce, carrots, onions, peas, various herbs, more than 100 tomato plants, cantaloupes,
radishes, sweet corn, and more than 80 sweet potato plants. Augusta Metcalfe kept up the tradition of keeping
large gardens but also experimented with plants new to the area. She kept an extensive orchard with several
kinds of apple trees and one pear tree. In 1952 she decided to try a dozen new kinds of trees, and so she
ordered, “3 English walnuts, 3 crepe myrtles from Talequah [Oklahama] Nursery [and] 2 Colorado Spruce (blue)
2 Irish Junipers, 2 Blk hills[sic], Sears Roebuck shipped from Iowa. .. fine condition.” In addition to produce and
orchard items for the house, Augusta Metcalfe kept fields of kaffir corn, broom cormn, millet, and hay. Often she
was the only person in her fields to tend the crops. As her son, Howard, matured, notable construction—all
homemade—began to improve the farm. Howard’s work shows remarkable folk inventiveness and is
representative of subsistence farming at its self-sufficient best. Though the family did venture into dairy cattle for
a while, the Break O’Day Farm was never a commercial farm; indeed, it was maintained for decades as a fine
example of subsistence farming.
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The Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office designated Break O’Day Farm as an Oklahoma
Centennial Farm in 1995. This designation is reserved for farms and ranches that have been occupied by family
members for at least one hundred years and that have existed as working farms or ranches for at least forty years.

Break O’Day Farm has nineteen contributing features and eight non-contributing features. The main
contributing feature is the home in which Metcalfe lived from ca.1945 until her death in 1971. Surrounding her
home, other contributing features include the remains of the rock house in which she lived from 1897 until about
1945; chicken, brooder, and milk houses; a granary and windmill; barns (one used as a blacksmithing shop);
cattle sheds; a lumber mill; the remains of a stock tank, cooling house, dam, trash pit, and two rock quarries; and
the burial site (1920) of Metcalfe’s mother. Non-contributing features include a modern museum built in
Metcalfe’s honor and an on-site caretaker’s home.

DESCRIPTION

Break O’Day Farm is five miles straight southeast of Durham, Oklahoma, the nearest city, and fifteen
miles northwest of Cheyenne, Oklahoma (about thirty-three miles by highway), the county seat of Roger Mills.
The original homestead is comprised by the following description:

All of the east one-half and southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of section 19; and

All of the northwest quarter and north one-half of the southwest quarter of section 20; and

All of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of section 30, all in Township 15 North,
‘Range 25, WIM [West of the Indian Meridian], Roger Mills County, Oklahoma, containing 640

acres.

A portion of this legal description equaling eighty acres, wherein the contributing and non-contributing features
are found, comprises the Break O’Day Farm nomination. An improved gravel road leads to the farm complex
following section line divisions. Visitors to the complex, now open to the public as a museum/research facility,
have access to all of the features, both contributing and non-contributing (except for the caretaker’s house,
wherein the caretaker resides year-round). The main house, constructed ca. 1945 of homemade cinder block, is
two-story; sandstone taken from the original rock house serves as its foundation. Red sandstone also forms the
chimney, visible on the east outside end of the house; the chimney is decorated with an inset, sculptured horse
created by Metcalfe. Built by Metcalfe’s son (prior to his leaving for military service in the Pacific), the main
house has two additions, one ca. 1948, and the second ca. 1950. The 1950 addition served as living room, art
studio, and exhibit hall for Metcalfe’s paintings.

From the main house, several of the contributing and noncontributing features are located in an oval-
shaped complex. Sixty feet southwest of the main house is the pioneer house. Thirty feet south of the pioneer
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house is the Blue Goose Saloon, the only surviving building from the town of Hamburg where the
Corsons/Metcalfes and other residents of the area received their mail and did their shopping in the late 1800s and
early 1900s. Fifteen feet west of the Blue Goose Saloon is a pole barn. Due south of the Blue Goose Saloon is a
metal building used for storage of miscellaneous furnishings and items owned by the Metcalfes, labeled and set
out as museum displays. Forty-eight feet east of the metal building is a second barn, with interior stalls and
troughs. A third barn, used for storage and as a workshop and blacksmithing shop, stands a few feet west of the
second barn. Twelve feet south of the blacksmithing shop is a movable granary; forty-eight feet south of the
blacksmithing shop stands a milk house on a poured concrete foundation. A few feet from the milk house is a
homemade windmill that provided cool water via gravity-flow pipe to the milk house; from the milk house, water
flowed, again via gravity-flow, to a stock tank constructed of native red sandstone. A major portion of the stock
tank remains intact. A single slope, pole-barn cattle shed abuts the southeast portion of the stock tank. A
moveable brooder house, set on railroad ties, sits six feet southeast of the cattle shed and nineteen feet south of
the windmill. Seventy-five feet due east is the chicken house, a permanent construction set on a concrete
foundation. Due west of the chicken house is an irrigation pond; an earthwork dike is still extant.

West of the complex, 250 feet southwest of the first barn, is the Woodpecker Lumber Company mill (a
mill built by Howard Metcalfe and used as part of the family farm/ranch operation beginning in 1939). Ninety
feet north by northwest of the lumber mill is a rock quarry. West of the lumber mill and quarry are the remains
of a cooling house, adjacent to water source and place where water has been dammed in the past. Thirty-three
feet north of the remains is the south end of a north-south trash pit. North by North-East of the trash pit, and
due west of the main house is a grave site, located on a hill that overlooks the complex area. West of the
gravesite and on the other side of the hill crest, built into the west slope, are the remains of the original rock
house, home to the Corsons/Metcalfes from 1897 to ca. 1945. East of the rock house remains is a second quarry.
Disturbed ground in this same area indicates possible out-building sites.

Returning to the main-house complex, thirty-two feet east of the blacksmithing shop is a cattle shed with
poured concrete foundation on three sides. Due north eighteen feet from the blacksmithing shop is the Carriage
house, made of homemade cinder blocks, and now used for additional museum exhibits of farm equipment and
photos. Seven feet east of the Carriage house is a Butler shed, used for storage. The northwest corner of the
Butler shed is ninety feet southeast of the main house, thus completing the oval of the complex. Seventy-two
feet northeast of the Butler shed is the southwest corner of the Augusta I. C. Metcalfe Museum. The Caretaker’s
house is north by northeast of the Metcalfe Museum.
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CONTRIBUTING and NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

Feature 1.Contributing

Main House, built ca. 1946

GPS Coordinates from east end of building N35* 45.682’ PHOTOS: 1,2

W99* 53.093’

The Main House is L-shaped, the original structure being square and two-story, with single story
additions extending to the east that gives the entire building its L-shape. A shed-roofed, open-walled addition
exists at the west end of the house.

Original Main House: Sandstone rock, taken from the original rock house located on this same property, forms
the foundation of the Main House. The east to west dimension of the Main House is twenty-six feet, and the
north to south dimension is thirty feet. The wall height is ten feet from foundation to eave. The walls are
constructed of homemade concrete blocks made by Howard D. Metcalfe from local materials; each block
measures 18” long x 8” high x 8” deep. The north wall has three basement windows with three panes in each
window. Two additional windows measuring 2’ 4” x 4’ 4” are horizontally set. Each has intact original wood
frames with aluminum inserts set into the frames. Another window, vertical with double hung-sash and measuring
5’ x 2’ 10”, has an aluminum insert for storm window; the original wooden window frame is still intact. The main
entry is on the south wall of the Main House and opens to the living room of the main floor. Steps of poured
concrete lead up to the porch built on 2” x 6” boards with 2” x 4” stud framework. The base of the porch is
native sandstone. The porch railing is fashioned from 4” pipe; a homemade iron boot-scraper, constructed of a
blade welded to horseshoes, is at the top of the stairs. A rail constructed of a metal bed-frame with an inset of the
Corson/Metcalfe brand rests on a horseshoe base at the east edge of the porch. The porch measures eight feet
deep (north to south) and twelve feet wide (west to east). The front door of the Main House is of original wood,
measuring 2’ 10” x 6’ 10”; an aluminum storm door protects the entry. To the left (west) of the front door are
two, original, double-hung sash windows with aluminum storm windows added. Each window is 5’ 4” wide x 4’
10” high. To the right of the doorway (east) is one original, double-hung, sash window, 2’ 6” wide x 4° 10”
high. A smaller window is visible at the basement level. A shed roof (one slant) covered with galvanized metal
covers the porch area. An addition to the porch roof faces west and is made of green fiberglass. The west wall
has two basement windows, and three windows for the main floor. The three larger windows are double-hung
sash, 4’ 8” high x 2’ 8” wide. All of the windows are original, with aluminum storm windows added for
protection. A lean-to, shed-roofed addition measuring 19’ x 19’ is attached to the west wall. The lean-to’s roof is
supported by 3” iron pipe set in concrete footings. A low concrete block wall defines the north and west sides of
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this addition. Screens extend from the concrete block walls to the corrugated metal roof. This addition is open-
air, and was probably used as a carport. The south face of the lean-to is open with no screen or concrete block
wall. The west wall of the lean-to intersects a 6° 4” diameter cistern. The cistern is composed of poured
concrete and chunks of sandstone. The east wall of the Main House has a second entry, this one providing
access to the basement of the Main House where Augusta Metcalfe had her private residence and art studio. Two
windows are on the left (south) side of the door. A third window, now closed off and used as a storage area, is to
the right (north) of the door. The east wall is re-faced with stucco. The roof of the Main House is a gentle-
sloping gable, aligned north to south. The gable above the concrete wall is wood shingle. An attic vent with
metal enclosure juts out of the north gable. From eave to roof peak is an additional six feet. Howard Metcalfe,
son of Augusta Metcalfe, built the Main House, welded its decorative features, and constructed the additions
described below.

First Addition: The east wall of the original Main House was torn down, ca. 1948, to add an enclosed entrance
leading to the basement and main floor. The rock and homemade cement block foundation along this wall was
replaced with commercial cinderblock. The homemade cement blocks were recycled as internal walls and
dividers in the addition. The stairway and landing to both levels of the home are made of poured concrete. This
addition is 11° 8” wide (west to east) and 11’ high to the eave. The north wall has an original wooden door with
an aluminum-frame storm door. The door measures 2’ 10” x 6> 10”. The door is flush with the east end of the
addition. A window, west of the door is 3’ 6” high and 2’ 8” wide; the bottom half of the window is covered
with commercial block and stucco, but still visible from inside the addition (the inside of this window is located in
an interior walk-in storage closet). The south wall also has a door, 2’ 10” x 6’ 10” of original wood and aligned
directly south of the door in the north wall. This door also has an aluminum storm door. A pair of windows, each
with four panes and measuring 2’ 8” wide and 3’ 6” tall are situated to the west of the south door.

Second Addition: The “East Room” (as the Metcalfes called it) was added circa 1950. The north wall measures
26’ east to west. North to south, the east wall measures 17’ 8”. The East Room sits on concrete pier
foundation. The center of the east wall has a sandstone chimney, 5’ 10” wide and 2’ 6” deep at the base. The
chimney narrows in stair-step fashion as it nears the eaves and then continues straight up; inset in the sandstone is
an original figure of a white horse, made by Augusta Metcalfe, and located in the center of the stair-step
configuration. (The inside fireplace is constructed of sandstone and measures 4’ 10” wide and 4’ tall; the
mantelpiece is axe hewn.) Windows are located on either side of the sandstone chimney, each measuring 18”
wide x 3* 2” tall. These are original metal windows that crank open. The north wall has two windows located
high in the wall, 6’ 7 from the floor to the bottom of the windows; each window measures 2’ 8” wide and 3’ 6”
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tall. A wooden door on the south wall measures 2’ 10” x 6’ 8”; an aluminum storm door protects the original
wood door opening. A metal-framed window is located west of the door; the window measures 18” wide x 3* 2”
high. The window is meant to crank open, but it no longer does so. East of the door on the south wall is a metal
frame picture window, sunk into concrete. The window is 5’ 8” wide and 4’ 2” high; there are 16 panes; 2
sections are meant to crank open.

The main house is a significant structure. Built in the early to mid-1940s, its original construction is
symbolic of a subsistence lifestyle supported by thrift and ingenuity. Howard Metcalfe poured cement (made of
on-site sand) to form each concrete brick used in the original portion; rough wood sawed and planed at his own
mill on the same property forms solid rafters and beams. The house, with its additions stands sturdy and sound in
its original location.

Feature 2.Non-Contributing

Pioneer House, ca. 1900, altered and moved

GPS Coordinates from front porch, facing east N35* 45.669 PHOTO: 3
W99* 53.110°

The Pioneer House (originally belonging to the Gillespie family) is located approximately 60 feet
southwest of the Main House. The Pioneer House sits on a moveable foundation of wood timbers. It is a wood-
framed house with corrugated metal roof. The exterior is sided in horizontal masonite. The south wall measures
12’ west to east as does the original north wall; the house is 24’ north to south along the east wall. An addition,
4’ (west to east) x 16’ (north to south) extends the back of the house an additional four feet, and gives the house
an L-shaped configuration. Windows have wooden frames with aluminum window insets. The roof is gabled
north to south.

Prior to 1940 the house was moved onto acreage belonging to the Metcalfe’s in order to assist another
family who could not afford the taxes if the house was kept on their own property. The other family lived in the
home for several years at its location near the northwestern portion of the Corson/Metcalfe farm. After the
pioneer house was vacant for several years, Howard Metcalfe relocated it (ca. 1960) to the Break O’Day Farm
complex where it now stands. Because the house was moved from its original site it is not eligible as a
contributing feature.
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Feature 3.Non-Contributing

Blue Goose Saloon, ca. 1900, moved

GPS Coordinates from front door, facing east N35* 45.656° PHOTO: 4

W99* 53.110°

The Blue Goose Saloon, the last remaining structure of the former nearby town of Hamburg, is located
30 feet south of the Pioneer House. The Blue Goose sits on a poured concrete foundation. It is a wood-frame
building with an exterior of narrow, horizontal wood siding. West to east walls measure 14’ 6” and north to
south walls are 24’ 4”. The south wall has one double-hung sash window; it is wood framed and original to the
structure. The west wall has its original wooden door; a window is inset into the door. No wall windows are
located at this end of the building. The north wall has two double-hung sash windows, original to the building.
The front door is located on the east wall; the door is of wood original to the construction of the Blue Goose,
and has an inset window. To the left (south) of the door is one double-hung sash window. The gable runs west
to east and is covered with corrugated metal roofing. The Blue Goose is 110 feet from its northeast corer to the
main house.

The architectural integrity of this building which dates back to at least 1907 is intact. The Blue Goose
Saloon was moved onto the Metcalfe Farm property in 1998; the move was funded by donation and community
support. This building is unique and the only surviving structure from a once prosperous town where the
Metcalfe’s shopped, banked, and posted their mail at the turn of the century. The Blue Goose is featured in one
of Augusta Metcalfe’s more popular paintings. Because it has been moved from its original location it is not
eligible as a contributing feature.

Feature 4.Contributing

Pole barn, built ca. 1950

GPS Coordinates from northeast corner of pole barn N35* 45.657 PHOTO: §
Wo9* 53.117°

The pole barn measures 36’ north to south, and 30’ west to east; its northeast corner is 15 feet west of
the Blue Goose Saloon. A lean-to on the west side adds another 15°, making the total west to east measurement
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45’. The roof is corrugated metal; 6 poles, in a north to south alignment, support each of the east and west
eaves. Additional poles are located along the north wall eaves and to support the lean-to.

The Metcalfes used the barn to protect stacked hay. Livestock being a substantial portion of their
subsistence living, the structure is representative of the need to store large quantities of hay from each year’s
harvest to last stock through the winter. It is presently used as shelter for antique farm implements
representative of the equipment used by the Metcalfes.

Feature 5.Non-Contributing

Metal building, (unknown construction date, less than 50 years old)

GPS Coordinates-at front door, north wall N35* 45.653° PHOTO: 6
W99* 53.108°

The metal building is located 36 feet south of the Blue Goose Saloon. It is formed of wooden framework,
covered with metal siding, and set on poured concrete foundation. The south and north walls measure 18’ and
the north and south walls measure 13°. The front door faces north; windows are located on each side of the door.

The metal building is presently used as a storage and display facility for the Metcalfe Museum. Domestic
items used by the Corson and Metcalfe families are displayed here and open to public viewing.

Feature 6.Contributing

Barn, built ca. 1950

GPS Coordinates-at the northeast corner N35* 45651’ PHOTO: 24
W99* 53.087’

This barn is 48 feet east of the metal building and 156 feet south of the Main House. It is constructed of
wood frame with corrugated metal exterior. A center bay runs west to east; lean-to, pole-supported bays are
located on the north and south sides of the center bay. Each bay measures 15’ wide in concurrent sections
running north to south. The east and west walls (including the width of all three bays) measure 45°. The grain
troughs run west to east along the inside center bay; this bay was open to livestock and equipment passage. The
troughs are braced with cottonwood. The north bay has poles for support; both the south and north bays are
enclosed on the east and west walls with corrugated metal; the north wall of the north bay is open.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _7 _  Page _17__ Break O’Day Farm,
name of property
Roger Mills County, Oklahoma
County and State

Horses and cattle provided cash sources for the Metcalfes. Augusta Metcalfe trained horses for riding
and for pulling carriages. The multiple number of barns on the premises, including this one with troughs
protected from inclement weather, are indications of the livestock’s importance to the family. Augusta and
Howard Metcalfe built this barn and all others located on the property. The barn is not used for feeding livestock
anymore, though its condition is stable enough after one-half century to still be put to use; the barn is open to the
public for viewing.

Feature 7.Contributing

Pole barn workshop, built ca. 1945

GPS Coordinates from northeast corer N35* 45.653° PHOTO: 7
W99* 53.077°

Located 22 feet east of Feature 6 (Barn), this pole Barn is also located due south of Feature 24 (Carriage
House). The west to east wall measures 22’; its total measurement, north to south, is 50°. Looking at the
structure from the west, the center and original structure measures 15’ and is set on a poured concrete
foundation. This portion of the building is roofed with wooden shakes. To this original structure, on the north
end, is added a 12’ open lean-to supported with poles. The south end of the structure has a 27’ gable-roofed
addition that extends over part of the original structure. This area housed the workshop (automobile and farm
equipment), the blacksmithing shop, and was a place where lumber and pipes were stacked and stored.

Shelves line the walls of the carriage/automobile/machinery work station inside this barn. Materials such
as lumber and pipe were stored here, and a few pieces still remain. There are also cabinets and shelves for
holding tools, and as was the habit of the Metcalfes, handwritten notes are made in pencil on doors and support
beams indicating when maintenance was performed or parts were ordered. Included in this work area is a section
where Howard performed blacksmithing duties. A long, open-sided, roofed section extends off the south side of
the building where work could be performed protected from the weather. The building is open to the public for
viewing as part of the Metcalfe Museum.
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Feature 8.Contributing

Granary, built ca. 1940

GPS Coordinates from west side, at front door N35* 45.639’ PHOTO: 8

W99* 53.081°

Twelve feet south of the pole barn workshop, the granary rests on three 4” x 8” pieces of lumber.
Though the building is portable, at this time the door and other openings face west. The building measures west
to east, 7° 8” and from north to south, 7°. The walls are constructed of corrugated metal, as is the single-slope
roof. A nonstandard door, formed as a cutout of corrugated metal, opens from the right (south) side of the wall.
Located on this same wall is an opening for loading grain by means of an auger. A lower opening is a chute for
unloading grain; the chute is controlled by a plate, located above the chute, and slides over the opening. The
south eave of the granary measures 6’ 4” tall; the north eave is 8’ 6”. The inside of the granary is lined with a
metal sheeting that bears a brick design.

Another construction indicative of the Metcalfe ingenuity, the granary is a fine example of utility and ease
of operation. Grain is loaded via a swinging door that is located in the upper portion of a side wall as well as
through a larger swing door that opens at ground level. The mid-section of the same wall features a lift-up door,
behind which is a slide-gate that releases grain through a small chute. Built to be portable, the granary can be
used where best needed, following for example, the movement of the portable brooder house. All functions of
the granary are in good working order.

Feature 9.Contributing

Milk house, built ca. 1945

GPS Coordinates from east side, at front door N35* 45.635° PHOTO: 9
W99* 53.083’

Forty-eight feet south of the workshop is the milk house, a permanent structure build prior to 1950.
Measuring 10’ from north to south and 12’ from west to east, the building is situated on a poured concrete
foundation. The northeast corner of the inside floor has a drain built into the cement. The interior walls are
constructed mostly of drainage tile and partially of stucco. The ceiling is tongue and groove wood. One window
is located on each of three walls (south, west, north). Each measures 22” wide and 30” high. The windows are
homemade, roughly cut/chipped to fit into metal frames with wire bent over each corner to contain the glass.

The south wall glass
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pane is missing, but all frames are intact and original to the structure.

Dairy cattle played a substantial role in the subsistence lifestyle for this farm from its inception. In the
late 1930s the Metcalfes expanded their milking process in an effort to increase their income. During the early
1940s and when Howard Metcalfe joined the military service, they hired a man to help with the farm and dairy
duties. The design and functionality of the milk house again exhibits Metcalfe ingenuity and efficiency in the
places where they worked. Entrance to the milk house is from the east; immediately to the left of the door is a
waist-high “cooler.” Water-tight, this cooler is where milk jugs were stored to keep them at proper temperatures.
Groundwater was piped into the cooler directly from a windmill located just a few feet south and east of the milk
house front door. The cooler filled with water via the gravity-flow pipe from the windmill. When the volume of
water reached the desirable amount in the cooler, excess flowed via another gravity-flow pipe from the cooler
directly to a stock tank located a few feet south and west of the milk house. Next to the cooler along the inside
south wall is a worktable and cabinet. Along the north wall are nails used for hanging halters and cleaning mops
(which still hang there today). In the northeast corner of the building, a large barrel covers a drain. Notes
handwritten in pencil on the inside of the door indicate pertinent information for their cattle business, such as
“Bessie the heifer bred June 24-1952.” The milk house is in the original site of its construction. Though not in
use today except as an exhibit, the milk house has the potential for being fully operational as it was in its original
condition.

Feature 10.Contributing

Windmill, built ca. 1945

GPS Coordinates from windmill N35* 45.631° PHOTO: 10
W99* 53.085°

The windmill tower is located nine feet southeast from the southeast corner of the milk house. It is
homemade and constructed with 2 '2” pipe. The ladder is made of oil-field succor rod. The counterweight is
made from the metal wheel of an unidentified farm implement. A homemade jack serves as crank. The platform
is made of steel mesh such as is used for parking military airplanes. The platform is 6’ 6” square.

All indications are that this windmill is still operational. The pump outlet delivers to a gravity-flow pipe
which leads to the milk house. From the milk house, excess water is delivered to the stock tank, making the
three structures—windmill, milk house, stock tank—a self-contained, efficient supply of water for milk house
and stock needs. The windmill is not in use now. It is available to the public for viewing as part of the Metcalfe
Museum complex.
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Feature 11.Contributing

Stock tank, built ca. 1945

GPS Coordinates from the center of the stock tank N35*% 45.626’ PHOTO: 11
W99* 53.095°

The stock tank is twenty-five feet west and southwest of the southwest corner of the windmill. Its
diameter is 16’. The wall of the stock tank, originally standing 2 4’ to 3’ deep when in operation, is built of
native sandstone and concrete mortar. The top rim is finished with drainage tiles—the same as used to make the
wall of the milk house. Most of the stock tank was has fallen, and the tank itself is now filled with dirt.

The stock tank water originated from the nearby windmill; windmill water first passed into the milk house
where it was used to keep the milk cool. The water was then diverted to the stock tank. Enough of the original
wall remains to make consideration of rebuilding a viable option, thus completing the utility of the windmill-milk
house-stock tank operation.

Feature 12.Contributing

Cattle shed, built ca. 1945

GPS Coordinates from the center point of the south face =~ N35* 45.626’ PHOTO: 12
W99* 53.094°

The cattle shed abuts the cattle tank on the southeast side of the tank. It is a single slope, pole barn,
measuring 11’ from north to south and 20’ from west to east. The south wall is open and has four poles for
support. The three remaining sides are covered with corrugated metal, as is the roof.

This cattle shed is located directly behind the stock tank, being a gathering place for bringing cows up to
the milk house area, and thus rounding out the functionality of the windmill-milk house-stock tank operation.
This shed is now used for storage.
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Feature 13.Contributing
Brooder house, (portable) ca. 1940
GPS Coordinates N35* 45.622° PHOTO: 13
W99* 53.075°

Presently located six feet southeast of the cattle shed (feature 12) and nineteen feet south of the
windmill, this portable brooder house sits on railroad ties. Built with a single-slope roof, one roof edge is at a
height of 6’ 8” while the other is 5° 7”. Its floor measures 6°8” x 7°. Sides and roof are covered with corrugated
metal. As the building sits now, the front door faces north; this door is on the right hand side, on the end of the
building with the higher portion of slanted roof. A small window is located to the left of the doorway, beneath
the shorter portion of the slanted roof. A stovepipe extends above the roof.

Purposely designed to be portable, such a brooder house is ideal for avoiding disease among the poultry.
With the small stove inside, it is also of sufficient design to be used in the varying climate of western Oklahoma.

Feature 14.Contributing

Chicken house, built ca. 1945

GPS Coordinates from the front door, N35* 45615 PHOTO: 14
south side of building W99* 53.061°

The chicken house is located seventy-five feet due east from the brooder house. It has a concrete
foundation with sandstone, and a poured concrete floor. It measures approximately 12’ from west to east and
10’ from north to south. The walls are made of the same drainage tile as is found in the milk house. The exterior
and interior walls are faced with stucco. There are two south and one west facing windows, now closed over
with wooden panels for protection; there is also an east side window that still has its glass pane. There are no
windows on the north side of the building. All the windows have their original framework. The door is situated
between the two windows on the south side of the building. The roof is gabled west to east. Small windows are
located near the apex of each gable on the west and east ends of the building. The roof is corrugated metal. This
is the only outside building with a gutter.

The chicken house, like the milk house, is built with ingenious design. South-facing windows provided
plenty of light to keep the flock laying eggs over the winter. It is the only outside building on the premises with
gutters—and these are only on the south side of the building which constitutes the chicken yard. By keeping the
ground dry the Metcalfes planned to keep their chickens as free of disease as possible. The building is nestled
against a natural hill which offers protection from north winds. Large windows face south to allow sunlight into
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the building. Below the right side front window is a small door built into the wall allowing free mobility for
poultry in and out of the building. To the right of the main entry door (located between the two windows) is a 5’
x 6’ pen. The walls of the pen are two feet high. Any chickens entering through the little door will end up within
the confines of this pen. This also means that chickens cannot exit from the interior of the building unless they
are inside the pen, thus making it possible to keep some poultry inside if need be. Within the confines of the pen,
attached to the east wall in the south east corner is a 10-nest addition of commercial construction. Up against
the north wall is a portable roosting rack. The ceiling is a straw loft covered with wallboard. The chicken house
is located between the garden and the Main House, thus making it easy to drop off garden waste for the chickens
to eat while the Metcalfes headed home after weeding. Keeping poultry was a major farm function for the
Corsons/Metcalfes since the turn of the twentieth century. Daily journals kept by the Corsons/Metcalfes record
numbers of chickens set to roost, numbers hatched, sold, died, etc.

Feature 15.Contributing

Irrigation pond and dike, built ca. 1940

GPS Coordinates from the center of the dike N35* 45.606’
W99* 53.044°

Due west of the chicken house is an earthwork feature, still extant, in the form of a dike. Forming part of
a semi-circle, the dike is 130 feet in length, beginning twenty-five feet southeast of the southeast corner of the
chicken house and extending east to a wooded area. A fence bars cattle entry to the dam depression areas along
the west, north, and east boundaries.

The Corsons/Metcalfes produced extensive gardens throughout their residency on this property. Journal
recordings for 1895, for instance, report the following had all been planted and harvested: beets, lettuce, carrots,
onions, peas, various herbs, more than 100 tomato plants, cantaloupes, radishes, sweet corn, and more than 80
sweet potato plants. As the years went on, journal records continued to account for large garden harvests
followed by days of canning the produce. This irrigation pond and dike stands north and west of their garden
area. At the time of the photos included here, late summer, there was no standing water within the pond though
the dike has not been breached. Lack of standing water may be the result of drought conditions or possibly an
unseen drainage system.
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Feature 16.Contributing

Quarry, near lumber mill, built ca. 1940

GPS Coordinates from the center of the quarry site N35* 45.620° PHOTO: 15

W99* 53.184°

Located north and northwest, ninety feet behind the lumber mill (feature 19), is an area 18’ wide, cut into
a hillside, where quarrying has occurred. This site is near a contributing structure, the cooling house remains,
and is a logical site for quarrying rock used in the construction of this original cooling house. The quarry is also
near the lumber mill, a practical location for later (prior to 1950) construction projects.

The date for the establishment of this quarry is based on the fact that rock was used for the construction
of the Main House. The quarry may be much older considering that it is located near extant remains from earlier
construction projects.

Feature 17.Contributing

Cooling house remains, ca. 1910

GPS Coordinates from northeast corner of remains N35* 45.606’ PHOTO: 16
W99* 53.201°

This cooling house would have been one of the first outbuildings constructed by the Corsons. The floor
is made of poured limestone slab. The walls consist of concrete poured in layers with rubble sandstone inserted
for stability. The upper layers of the walls are mortared sandstone. The west to east wall measures 14’; the
north to south wall is incomplete but the appearance is that this wall also measured 14’. Only portions of the
north and east walls remain. From the inside floor to the top of the wall at the west end of the north wall
measures 6°. How high the original walls went is undetermined.

At one time a retaining wall adjoined the east side of the building to hold water shored up with stone and
tin. Released water possibly irrigated land below this area. This site is part of the complex of outbuildings from
the stone house the Corson family moved into in 1897. The remains are overgrown in plum thicket, but can be
viewed by a small divergence from the walking trail that is being developed <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>